
27/01/2020 Dad used son’s pictures to catfish 15-year-old girl

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/his-own-son-sickening-true-identity-of-girls-teen-lover/news-story/530e0efa7fe41dd2bac60… 1/8

Nicole Madigan  AUGUST 31, 2019 7:45AM

relationships dating

‘His own son’: ‘Sickening’ true identity of girl’s ‘teen’
lover
Susannah Birch was 15 when she met “Richard”, who said he was a 17-year-old boy from Queensland — but his true
identity will shock you.

lifestyle

Susannah Birch was just 15 years old when she first met “Richard” online.

For 12 years the pair maintained an online relationship that varied in degrees of

intimacy — at one point even getting engaged despite never meeting in person.

It was more than a decade before Ms Birch discovered the man she thought she

knew was, in fact, a grandfather in his 60s.

“He said he was from Mackay and was 17 years old,” she tells news.com.au.

“Within a few weeks, we were in an online relationship. Within six months we were

talking by phone.

“At one point, when my father was out of town, we talked by phone for 18 hours of

24. The relationship involved sexually explicit things.”

RELATED: Cost of romance fraud is on the rise in Australia

RELATED: Melbourne woman impersonated celebrity to torment strangers

RELATED: Why we need to be wary when using online dating apps
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Supplied video obtained January 27, 2020 of police body worn vision of officers responding to multiple
disturbances in a Moffat Beach park on Australia Day. (AAP Video/Queensl...

Log in No account? Sign up

National World Lifestyle Travel Entertainment Technology Finance Sport 

MORE IN RELATIONSHIPS 

https://www.news.com.au/
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.news.com.au/
https://www.news.com.au/technology/online/cost-of-romance-fraud-is-on-the-rise-in-australia-but-there-are-tricks-to-spot-a-catfish/news-story/73c77bff91cbef48fd8c28f8d2aa66f9
https://www.news.com.au/national/victoria/courts-law/melbourne-woman-impersonated-lincoln-lewis-to-torment-strangers/news-story/f2bcdca1b4dabd4ca031eeb474197186
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/why-we-need-to-be-wary-when-using-online-dating-apps/news-story/0beb1cb3f57681328cfd60125da854d9
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fdeadbeat-jeans-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20228314%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbkVVSb1sxYxuBVWCW6ieGVDnJ2MjpnuzyjQ8TlKxBv3X56MfqDUzIe3POChBsJslCJKv-YqbzgOtHOfPEoRbAtTuUeCRDmcmr3Mh60tDDYv2cYbWeQPt75YH5aINsECtJ-WVUcieXP92ub8CuNJxWHs03sd6ddRbBOfU_rlkFRXYrZNBLLIW9wj4gFUH87qiA
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fdeadbeat-jeans-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20228314%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbkVVSb1sxYxuBVWCW6ieGVDnJ2MjpnuzyjQ8TlKxBv3X56MfqDUzIe3POChBsJslCJKv-YqbzgOtHOfPEoRbAtTuUeCRDmcmr3Mh60tDDYv2cYbWeQPt75YH5aINsECtJ-WVUcieXP92ub8CuNJxWHs03sd6ddRbBOfU_rlkFRXYrZNBLLIW9wj4gFUH87qiA
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fdeadbeat-jeans-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20228314%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbkVVSb1sxYxuBVWCW6ieGVDnJ2MjpnuzyjQ8TlKxBv3X56MfqDUzIe3POChBsJslCJKv-YqbzgOtHOfPEoRbAtTuUeCRDmcmr3Mh60tDDYv2cYbWeQPt75YH5aINsECtJ-WVUcieXP92ub8CuNJxWHs03sd6ddRbBOfU_rlkFRXYrZNBLLIW9wj4gFUH87qiA
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Ftorrey-jacket%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20272863%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZcTJqRK2je6rVqoZwCUDFZwdD8FYADqiZnWwEOn4smSU2T3X9AZkIAOxSzd85VmVybLYvyn_sWF7kmk1wuWXdqmIOzRT1LZz-gJ8BjDOmF6L7pLePXt3euvYE2HUvuH8l7FDOkbFOHrfTpdAoeRK3Ae_W6-7_napskxHEajRD_rpwl5Y379qBxZtl0rjSkQRug
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fvallejo-felt-hat%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20233757%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZQyi_2SPACQDNknXkgEhlxI4BWLQ3IlNqQbcTi4sEy4gfZKZNCr5Wh6XtX-68NYwC-pa6gmpab0UzmOUYKQcdmUciJTT3duv6LKjFkE6-VB4vP41P7cBcieimI99eAOlqXxtuKvPCuG8MwB8j1tvJ_xi4C6BGVykTu7sY7NSZNJM7MWJvr89Bc1mjnSSJGLfZg
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fcheck-shoes-20219350%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20219350%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZdF3xI0hFZsY_Bd4F7RHKbg9cMZfoIjiFwu7NYmjLeJz9wDDAlA1j9oB8AXqTha8trEOqb5Yn4HmQkeOdujMQiXFQokwbdlcQYCqjAGupN7zGGqJLNbxKCnTMzSaA2HmvbkWB94Vtnm93lC4yWmNhFyTbtHxSWqgHfEQNj7v2QJhcsRufrvAkm3maM7IYwtQ3Teaa2t5wHaa-mbnK0wzsPs
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619653697%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20267313%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZTeSTV_ttjvEp56_VL4JNJs040MDAJiXqtAjPfqtngnnzShGtf1zd18qGp9BfxXUdwg2sXE6noRxtZKDywaPg_b-YGZU9A6jgALP5mhvZVq30sEIF2RMwE25fFyaVds-FC52HfcmIzr9KXW_zYZG86w9pKXP0WmiZTRjyU3KE-ubsFigVzMyhXdkXaeWJYTfU-n1SSrPDWBtuSoL1ZWmxfHECZTl6HMaocCeFC6Rdv87N5gJd80kH45EqLcAfl3jeOTlF1Gta0ktuEnb-fO7fGCjbKbdwGmts6JrLOXTSrPl
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fhypervulc-eric-koston-shoes%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20258015%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbI6g95buVTQ1wf7adEbTYLzZXHdAjleECqKhkrCO6UvTQSixdn7tp8zPbUwfzCL9fbnBjQoV6PNRClaXlH1-D60Ka3WB_Xc3xArY-kZqipvSwHgLcZE60qN0o7r_gqbwf65XJgw4S6V9W5JXwU0or8GKw0dx9A5u8YpTav_9uK7PEDXNOLkBy3twv6zmz8n-NxjP0RWoEoot2qYFsZABFY
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fbri-broderie-bikini-bottom%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20262595%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZSuy7k1T8TcTPVItzEpVKMlwmu97Z0T7nPjpLnVlSPOhDQ_WqAMGZvFhuKs57tOqA3D_UPVel6lpnqmQkHdB_xMvK8UPPSuFSo5yF3V5SvU0cV7J1myDlmZ4zp8f2tIjKD7QxbfQwX5adabFZ9-rT2i6VW7rrNPNEKsteNKnMSIHlJ_qTTwYU-6gg8MwF8-aqbWxl24LfEHxfENtI_fzYv0
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Flibby-bikini-bottom%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20281514%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZVCbUFFunXnQaOFWxJDkHETTOBmxBs52akVUKDy4B_1l9WF2vSgqoZEDf9pG9lTVHRfH6YH79zO7zVkyK_QPiuHcCoguH1HxnfCl-A17cMaDbS197oKxVtubUxKX7FLn4G5OFcKtoenMAqTAM6upF8WutRRCaV96gqnGAv6xlPnGii8p8634CEepck4LQMu5Hg
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Foasis-frill-skirt%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20247402%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZflPIVrZoyMbO99pWvJ8OVD_CnX943L2qJDFKyDWI_Fm632KBKrIyXrhksEjPdRKCAPafRDWja89-UKRYS264ZinQKYv2aXDDrSh-SbOk52CvbbpF8BYjNFz0h8c2IBykRdYIs7GC1vZXosKdMl7nSj6O4BvXLddtyEuGZKbOwZwQCbrWX3bGcZtE1jUcuGyzQ
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619061629%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20263380%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZd1HK-WR3W_bNzlqQ9lJxEw-EyQ4TNCT7q4YBgRosNA0O6SnoITiYQJwZuqhfJHtDiSlUcnWqL9FCNxMkNwITpqERvTsNtdvVGWkh0eiftOqtqhpAdwSaYWWr-Y4urwU7B7UR52esDmbZCUdP63rhgMN1mJKV57pkAxn8R-GLRwwUt_4kC1zzohkRCivegh_l3Zskdc_glYKnLSAmAbnl5ak7LwXD19y0h8od_cdWLz5BgHir2Rcf1-uL-GoodABjf9GMIwGtXPilKnY99TaWDVS-dhfy3rhHtyqYvyV4vBO
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fmens-sb-check-solarsoft-shoes%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20215848%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZZBpi2zWXz2Cq_0VQBYZrcmHSAf04AEzcK9O6pzETwx8AZDx5b5Ox5U1OyK8YA0uFRyk_DV6Z8XwObOP-9LWd7oxU0iM4-xOHc1DwRgeE2jxIir9b4VIRTVMaKe14wW6youKXGr__iNRfUKoKZ9tIwbIDfjR4AYnW8Wnz957NE4Dp7BQD_dXRnZrKYVIn0JHzRYpHQ7jO-V5LOqBjYcJcq0
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fwomens-old-skool-platform-shoes-20245331%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20245331%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZYQaBbe5SHCseI7Y_OQDGN8EJtVz9zx1tMThi932o_2fAEA_zBudp4WxE_tLQHA6B23Ii62sp6PiWvPMaapm8bAR2VSq_EZHX3jL3XAP5BJpNgA2cgED-M8Pz9YF07HPKgzovvchCBweumFohzsI4MNUyEmudm65vFG-K3iHoOqcubJbC7oRVBQZEVvHAE-Rjvq6L3aRplNOWg3yU6g20OwqzO4ipv0aZWTkJbslyfzB
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619668656%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20267368%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZUkD6LViyhXSjOqyUcm1Q8KdTJO1RYvfjZEaCDvBPpAO5oToVSDvLlj1NUCK5RZhBuYm1J5-1-ElV2o0qfMrA1L4eLRMDGN9OQ1HSt7yAwxAYACJMooDJgNzrYKSd-YrrMVRjad1iSPEL84T9oEVAaRttVi5S7TmjfmWvvwgBlSH4vwqdsLHjDJ0KSeE0qNPheES8UQXIb0kFJ_5XWaU53rdsmz0CL_kkk4rKaY7jNvB1SvXHsLurFMx1ZhKU9U3ANk8Bh1_H6b6q8SxnGFM2CBYj3EWjVAfZ2C2SqCFlUjq
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345618448770%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20258233%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZf2dHZ6vtyL_r1epA10kHkkqatRYYhBCwyC4Ygp6hOg6U9wN6YpsysvfhmyfBpHLNqfDEnAxaBXfd4Hp8_K2G91D3dgPi5FlH_9FdhMqYVAYq8Mj4WyynDQWjEFb3FPW0uQAPuA-n2Dt2dQFGAVTaV9_68cZwcRh0DuC-b1Nt6PW2Lv0nDxcrf-kzkvGz1-ZRmsMdeHbG8gFQTVEw7BTcyyLqKTgAyJ0t6D_lCxKT-2gSicTW6gySRMPxRVWL8_JVtyA8Ua8RIbD7tFXfFTunO5EV0RFxOiiDWikftdeKArW
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fwesley-fedora%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20260226%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZUK5Ntv-brjIzk5Vlbx2FdCFGX_sJdVjRLee6y76zXhfP-1BDbQedSsZvPBINFBHjYbe1SnkqfcB3SBvH5Z5WnVRHt8ZOS9_uh4pfINMJwfDxorWMt56ynYM80l-Y6lytiPPVjlmhOxsx5ghXylLoAbd6pe-7zbGnebY2pnhBMz1r96_dQY_Er8Z_6WbY7oiug
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fportmore-shoes-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20263387%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZQkJMZ-P6otXUxL63z9Czr1W3UnqxaDrSQ46YwSV3qVcBAw8Li9qzoSbDDwna3uKJXyqkR887rnWdl1wJZSoR0MQNpndZumGI8L9rcf4EBdmjJdxMzHI0Tx2y_uR1MvPI2TrNKaEP2hLLJjsqcimV2ZvzX2uj6nyu5vqkbcsqWRIAWGG4XCa3gMO-5FGUbxvGQ
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Ftorrey-jacket%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20272863%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZcTJqRK2je6rVqoZwCUDFZwdD8FYADqiZnWwEOn4smSU2T3X9AZkIAOxSzd85VmVybLYvyn_sWF7kmk1wuWXdqmIOzRT1LZz-gJ8BjDOmF6L7pLePXt3euvYE2HUvuH8l7FDOkbFOHrfTpdAoeRK3Ae_W6-7_napskxHEajRD_rpwl5Y379qBxZtl0rjSkQRug
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fvallejo-felt-hat%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20233757%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZQyi_2SPACQDNknXkgEhlxI4BWLQ3IlNqQbcTi4sEy4gfZKZNCr5Wh6XtX-68NYwC-pa6gmpab0UzmOUYKQcdmUciJTT3duv6LKjFkE6-VB4vP41P7cBcieimI99eAOlqXxtuKvPCuG8MwB8j1tvJ_xi4C6BGVykTu7sY7NSZNJM7MWJvr89Bc1mjnSSJGLfZg
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fcheck-shoes-20219350%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20219350%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZdF3xI0hFZsY_Bd4F7RHKbg9cMZfoIjiFwu7NYmjLeJz9wDDAlA1j9oB8AXqTha8trEOqb5Yn4HmQkeOdujMQiXFQokwbdlcQYCqjAGupN7zGGqJLNbxKCnTMzSaA2HmvbkWB94Vtnm93lC4yWmNhFyTbtHxSWqgHfEQNj7v2QJhcsRufrvAkm3maM7IYwtQ3Teaa2t5wHaa-mbnK0wzsPs
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619653697%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20267313%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZTeSTV_ttjvEp56_VL4JNJs040MDAJiXqtAjPfqtngnnzShGtf1zd18qGp9BfxXUdwg2sXE6noRxtZKDywaPg_b-YGZU9A6jgALP5mhvZVq30sEIF2RMwE25fFyaVds-FC52HfcmIzr9KXW_zYZG86w9pKXP0WmiZTRjyU3KE-ubsFigVzMyhXdkXaeWJYTfU-n1SSrPDWBtuSoL1ZWmxfHECZTl6HMaocCeFC6Rdv87N5gJd80kH45EqLcAfl3jeOTlF1Gta0ktuEnb-fO7fGCjbKbdwGmts6JrLOXTSrPl
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fhypervulc-eric-koston-shoes%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20258015%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbI6g95buVTQ1wf7adEbTYLzZXHdAjleECqKhkrCO6UvTQSixdn7tp8zPbUwfzCL9fbnBjQoV6PNRClaXlH1-D60Ka3WB_Xc3xArY-kZqipvSwHgLcZE60qN0o7r_gqbwf65XJgw4S6V9W5JXwU0or8GKw0dx9A5u8YpTav_9uK7PEDXNOLkBy3twv6zmz8n-NxjP0RWoEoot2qYFsZABFY
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fbri-broderie-bikini-bottom%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20262595%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZSuy7k1T8TcTPVItzEpVKMlwmu97Z0T7nPjpLnVlSPOhDQ_WqAMGZvFhuKs57tOqA3D_UPVel6lpnqmQkHdB_xMvK8UPPSuFSo5yF3V5SvU0cV7J1myDlmZ4zp8f2tIjKD7QxbfQwX5adabFZ9-rT2i6VW7rrNPNEKsteNKnMSIHlJ_qTTwYU-6gg8MwF8-aqbWxl24LfEHxfENtI_fzYv0
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Flibby-bikini-bottom%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20281514%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZVCbUFFunXnQaOFWxJDkHETTOBmxBs52akVUKDy4B_1l9WF2vSgqoZEDf9pG9lTVHRfH6YH79zO7zVkyK_QPiuHcCoguH1HxnfCl-A17cMaDbS197oKxVtubUxKX7FLn4G5OFcKtoenMAqTAM6upF8WutRRCaV96gqnGAv6xlPnGii8p8634CEepck4LQMu5Hg
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Foasis-frill-skirt%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20247402%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZflPIVrZoyMbO99pWvJ8OVD_CnX943L2qJDFKyDWI_Fm632KBKrIyXrhksEjPdRKCAPafRDWja89-UKRYS264ZinQKYv2aXDDrSh-SbOk52CvbbpF8BYjNFz0h8c2IBykRdYIs7GC1vZXosKdMl7nSj6O4BvXLddtyEuGZKbOwZwQCbrWX3bGcZtE1jUcuGyzQ
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619061629%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20263380%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZd1HK-WR3W_bNzlqQ9lJxEw-EyQ4TNCT7q4YBgRosNA0O6SnoITiYQJwZuqhfJHtDiSlUcnWqL9FCNxMkNwITpqERvTsNtdvVGWkh0eiftOqtqhpAdwSaYWWr-Y4urwU7B7UR52esDmbZCUdP63rhgMN1mJKV57pkAxn8R-GLRwwUt_4kC1zzohkRCivegh_l3Zskdc_glYKnLSAmAbnl5ak7LwXD19y0h8od_cdWLz5BgHir2Rcf1-uL-GoodABjf9GMIwGtXPilKnY99TaWDVS-dhfy3rhHtyqYvyV4vBO
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fmens-sb-check-solarsoft-shoes%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20215848%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZZBpi2zWXz2Cq_0VQBYZrcmHSAf04AEzcK9O6pzETwx8AZDx5b5Ox5U1OyK8YA0uFRyk_DV6Z8XwObOP-9LWd7oxU0iM4-xOHc1DwRgeE2jxIir9b4VIRTVMaKe14wW6youKXGr__iNRfUKoKZ9tIwbIDfjR4AYnW8Wnz957NE4Dp7BQD_dXRnZrKYVIn0JHzRYpHQ7jO-V5LOqBjYcJcq0
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fwomens-old-skool-platform-shoes-20245331%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20245331%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZYQaBbe5SHCseI7Y_OQDGN8EJtVz9zx1tMThi932o_2fAEA_zBudp4WxE_tLQHA6B23Ii62sp6PiWvPMaapm8bAR2VSq_EZHX3jL3XAP5BJpNgA2cgED-M8Pz9YF07HPKgzovvchCBweumFohzsI4MNUyEmudm65vFG-K3iHoOqcubJbC7oRVBQZEVvHAE-Rjvq6L3aRplNOWg3yU6g20OwqzO4ipv0aZWTkJbslyfzB
https://www.news.com.au/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstUFXLC7D3f8IkelrUCL-4wvi8r2y0BdM2GH6hnReXnvzW-79mnhyYJ0kR8ftmcexmy6qG6LhguSXErxJF1oAkRoFxlllp03Qm5MR3QJHclvxJtKpk-wYDUf5vnCcRMcMWxDPo3_EIoRLgnzD6YjsZUx9ri5yGDfs1aITYX9jL24rnNoVP8S6T1hW2Qqc6ccWpzM04pw6tLeJDIJC0fwbeBi3FxmJRRHHPS2tG1x3sRLkTyCaiI9dca2-nW2qPCVJKMHHOFoaatrqt8jWpAxvNqdJNr5874i4AuqrkNWlY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBs999tkXFpn&adurl=https://supercoach.com.au/&nm=1
https://www.news.com.au/national
https://www.news.com.au/world
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.news.com.au/travel
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment
https://www.news.com.au/technology
https://www.news.com.au/finance
https://www.news.com.au/sport


27/01/2020 Dad used son’s pictures to catfish 15-year-old girl

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/his-own-son-sickening-true-identity-of-girls-teen-lover/news-story/530e0efa7fe41dd2bac60… 2/8

advertisement

-20% -30%-25%

Log in No account? Sign up

National World Lifestyle Travel Entertainment Technology Finance Sport 

’Creepy’ act
banned in
Sydney
bookshop

Incredible way
woman
survived in
wilderness

Woman’s
revenge after
brutal
rejection

YouTube star’s
‘cheat sheet’ to
bag rich man

MORE IN RELATIONSHIPS 

https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fdeadbeat-jeans-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20228314%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbkVVSb1sxYxuBVWCW6ieGVDnJ2MjpnuzyjQ8TlKxBv3X56MfqDUzIe3POChBsJslCJKv-YqbzgOtHOfPEoRbAtTuUeCRDmcmr3Mh60tDDYv2cYbWeQPt75YH5aINsECtJ-WVUcieXP92ub8CuNJxWHs03sd6ddRbBOfU_rlkFRXYrZNBLLIW9wj4gFUH87qiA
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fdeadbeat-jeans-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20228314%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZbkVVSb1sxYxuBVWCW6ieGVDnJ2MjpnuzyjQ8TlKxBv3X56MfqDUzIe3POChBsJslCJKv-YqbzgOtHOfPEoRbAtTuUeCRDmcmr3Mh60tDDYv2cYbWeQPt75YH5aINsECtJ-WVUcieXP92ub8CuNJxWHs03sd6ddRbBOfU_rlkFRXYrZNBLLIW9wj4gFUH87qiA
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Foasis-frill-skirt%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20247402%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZflPIVrZoyMbO99pWvJ8OVD_CnX943L2qJDFKyDWI_Fm632KBKrIyXrhksEjPdRKCAPafRDWja89-UKRYS264ZinQKYv2aXDDrSh-SbOk52CvbbpF8BYjNFz0h8c2IBykRdYIs7GC1vZXosKdMl7nSj6O4BvXLddtyEuGZKbOwZwQCbrWX3bGcZtE1jUcuGyzQ
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619061629%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20263380%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZd1HK-WR3W_bNzlqQ9lJxEw-EyQ4TNCT7q4YBgRosNA0O6SnoITiYQJwZuqhfJHtDiSlUcnWqL9FCNxMkNwITpqERvTsNtdvVGWkh0eiftOqtqhpAdwSaYWWr-Y4urwU7B7UR52esDmbZCUdP63rhgMN1mJKV57pkAxn8R-GLRwwUt_4kC1zzohkRCivegh_l3Zskdc_glYKnLSAmAbnl5ak7LwXD19y0h8od_cdWLz5BgHir2Rcf1-uL-GoodABjf9GMIwGtXPilKnY99TaWDVS-dhfy3rhHtyqYvyV4vBO
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fmens-sb-check-solarsoft-shoes%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20215848%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZZBpi2zWXz2Cq_0VQBYZrcmHSAf04AEzcK9O6pzETwx8AZDx5b5Ox5U1OyK8YA0uFRyk_DV6Z8XwObOP-9LWd7oxU0iM4-xOHc1DwRgeE2jxIir9b4VIRTVMaKe14wW6youKXGr__iNRfUKoKZ9tIwbIDfjR4AYnW8Wnz957NE4Dp7BQD_dXRnZrKYVIn0JHzRYpHQ7jO-V5LOqBjYcJcq0
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fwomens-old-skool-platform-shoes-20245331%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20245331%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZYQaBbe5SHCseI7Y_OQDGN8EJtVz9zx1tMThi932o_2fAEA_zBudp4WxE_tLQHA6B23Ii62sp6PiWvPMaapm8bAR2VSq_EZHX3jL3XAP5BJpNgA2cgED-M8Pz9YF07HPKgzovvchCBweumFohzsI4MNUyEmudm65vFG-K3iHoOqcubJbC7oRVBQZEVvHAE-Rjvq6L3aRplNOWg3yU6g20OwqzO4ipv0aZWTkJbslyfzB
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345619668656%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20267368%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZUkD6LViyhXSjOqyUcm1Q8KdTJO1RYvfjZEaCDvBPpAO5oToVSDvLlj1NUCK5RZhBuYm1J5-1-ElV2o0qfMrA1L4eLRMDGN9OQ1HSt7yAwxAYACJMooDJgNzrYKSd-YrrMVRjad1iSPEL84T9oEVAaRttVi5S7TmjfmWvvwgBlSH4vwqdsLHjDJ0KSeE0qNPheES8UQXIb0kFJ_5XWaU53rdsmz0CL_kkk4rKaY7jNvB1SvXHsLurFMx1ZhKU9U3ANk8Bh1_H6b6q8SxnGFM2CBYj3EWjVAfZ2C2SqCFlUjq
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fwesley-fedora%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20260226%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZUK5Ntv-brjIzk5Vlbx2FdCFGX_sJdVjRLee6y76zXhfP-1BDbQedSsZvPBINFBHjYbe1SnkqfcB3SBvH5Z5WnVRHt8ZOS9_uh4pfINMJwfDxorWMt56ynYM80l-Y6lytiPPVjlmhOxsx5ghXylLoAbd6pe-7zbGnebY2pnhBMz1r96_dQY_Er8Z_6WbY7oiug
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252Fportmore-shoes-1%253Futm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20263387%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZQkJMZ-P6otXUxL63z9Czr1W3UnqxaDrSQ46YwSV3qVcBAw8Li9qzoSbDDwna3uKJXyqkR887rnWdl1wJZSoR0MQNpndZumGI8L9rcf4EBdmjJdxMzHI0Tx2y_uR1MvPI2TrNKaEP2hLLJjsqcimV2ZvzX2uj6nyu5vqkbcsqWRIAWGG4XCa3gMO-5FGUbxvGQ
https://beacon-nf.rubiconproject.com/beacon/v2/rs/0/18ff0898-e664-4de2-aaa3-dd37a8708a8c/0/QUuafvm5TsdS1gyRm1GNyhDnDBY/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsin.creativecdn.com%2Fclicks%3Fid%3D20200127_3NdTHVu8JAK2yHyv2Mbc%26t%3D1580114014396%26s%3Drp%26p%3DfIcJFFSB0U24W2OFFIss%26c%3Dw33xWXn4ZVJ01aFGXFJl%26tdc%3Dsin%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.citybeach.com.au%252FProductDisplay%253FstoreId%253D10201%2526productId%253D3074457345618448770%2526catalogId%253D10151%2526langId%253D-1%2526utm_source%253Drtbhouse%2526utm_medium%253Dretargeting%2526utm_campaign%253Drtbhouse-retargeting%26_o%3D20258233%26tkn%3DRNjxNnLRcmk9CCvPpgCPdD1HWYWtWv6vHpTxUAJKrbKc-qHV-83B50OsdR2ZzHHzh9TAlevWCqKWZYt7zouTZf2dHZ6vtyL_r1epA10kHkkqatRYYhBCwyC4Ygp6hOg6U9wN6YpsysvfhmyfBpHLNqfDEnAxaBXfd4Hp8_K2G91D3dgPi5FlH_9FdhMqYVAYq8Mj4WyynDQWjEFb3FPW0uQAPuA-n2Dt2dQFGAVTaV9_68cZwcRh0DuC-b1Nt6PW2Lv0nDxcrf-kzkvGz1-ZRmsMdeHbG8gFQTVEw7BTcyyLqKTgAyJ0t6D_lCxKT-2gSicTW6gySRMPxRVWL8_JVtyA8Ua8RIbD7tFXfFTunO5EV0RFxOiiDWikftdeKArW
https://www.rtbhouse.com/optout-page/?utm_source=optout_icon&oot=aJvmGN6yP1r7yzW34PXY2fE6W6yTVixP8uazeMNVYN5RBfpFgUinXNTkjVDdvNrUQz7esS2lFrfbcml41eAnctcLTnaxh7dlnjC7M_fpOAc
https://www.news.com.au/
https://www.news.com.au/national
https://www.news.com.au/world
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.news.com.au/travel
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment
https://www.news.com.au/technology
https://www.news.com.au/finance
https://www.news.com.au/sport
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/unsolicited-and-unwanted-sydney-bookshop-bans-dating-coaching-company-and-its-clients/news-story/65a01cbaad11e20ed81d97c33ae7c2ac
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/how-tinder-saved-a-womans-life-while-stranded-in-wilderness/news-story/555ff02eee7802899bff0db35434457f
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/woman-gets-revenge-after-man-leaves-brutal-message-on-dating-app/news-story/eacb3bf83bfebfc20bf359719bf9d970
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/millionaire-matchmaker-reveals-the-clothing-items-you-need-in-your-wardrobe-to-snag-cashedup-men/news-story/62c20382397ca0d032c1201d1edd1f19


27/01/2020 Dad used son’s pictures to catfish 15-year-old girl

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/his-own-son-sickening-true-identity-of-girls-teen-lover/news-story/530e0efa7fe41dd2bac60… 3/8

Susannah Birch was the victim of a catfish. Picture: Oh Tilly Photography Source:Supplied

Though Ms Birch often questioned why they couldn’t meet, Richard’s answers

seemed logical — his parents were overprotective, he was still in high school and

didn’t have the budget to drive for eight hours.

“He never asked for money and our relationship often meant hours of talking —

surely, if he was a scammer or bad person, he wouldn’t invest so many hours in our

relationship,” Ms Birch can recall thinking at the time.

The pair online dated for three years, and when Ms Birch was 18, Richard proposed.

“I was ecstatic that I’d finally meet him,” she says. “Two weeks later he broke up

with me over something trite.

“That was the final straw for me — I decided our romantic relationship was over.

We continued talking, however, and he’d spend the next nine years lamenting that I

was the one who got away.”

Though Ms Birch married and had children, the pair continued to talk on the phone

and via email.

“He’d send photos now and again, and they all seemed to age appropriately over the

years,” she said.

Ms Birch was just 15 years old when she first met ‘Richard’ online. Source:istock

It wasn’t until Ms Birch watched a television show called Catfish that she became

suspicious and engaged a professional service that discovered Richard’s identity

within 24 hours of receiving his latest email.

“Twelve years after our first meeting in that chatroom, I confronted Richard — he

was a grandfather in his 60s. He’d faked his name and his identity,” Ms Birch says.

“Worst of all — the photos he’d sent were of his own son.”

Unfortunately, men like Richard are more common within the online dating world

than you might think.

TRENDING IN LIFESTYLE

762 READERS

Coronavirus: ‘Bat soup
girl’ Wang Mengyun
breaks silence

Log in No account? Sign up

National World Lifestyle Travel Entertainment Technology Finance Sport 

’Creepy’ act
banned in
Sydney
bookshop

Incredible way
woman
survived in
wilderness

Woman’s
revenge after
brutal
rejection

YouTube star’s
‘cheat sheet’ to
bag rich man

MORE IN RELATIONSHIPS 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsutMhVN_oVjpMnQdh3p9T1c5AvHaQzWvMJgz8LRR8jjuNdaetZmAaDNbi0jpzVcjwqTpkaFV_3O1dWCJJfeIoDpfsgTS43jPbQ3bo0Eu3J8Mt1naYFU0Hzwu8kAnKA4K_RRXfw_fw_1gjxsBHFTwVUrA9eCpK7L6buC9pvT5SKtPmqwrPA2vecqwkMsPHvUJFMsg3bjfBggrDzgvT_AICGPxMGGN8JT6RRVy9q3XurlO6k7f5j7dr1EjNtgkdFk7n9W_aITQ2QrbI4eUMLYGn6jmxzO9AQ9iySLpp2RIYQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDK9h76ohGU1&adurl=https://supercoach.com.au/&nm=1
https://news.com.au/lifestyle/food/food-warnings/chinese-influencer-wang-mengyun-aka-bat-soup-girl-breaks-silence/news-story/63ef0cec5b6d448d1843e2e1bcadb14d
https://news.com.au/lifestyle/food/food-warnings/chinese-influencer-wang-mengyun-aka-bat-soup-girl-breaks-silence/news-story/63ef0cec5b6d448d1843e2e1bcadb14d
https://www.news.com.au/
https://www.news.com.au/national
https://www.news.com.au/world
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.news.com.au/travel
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment
https://www.news.com.au/technology
https://www.news.com.au/finance
https://www.news.com.au/sport
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/unsolicited-and-unwanted-sydney-bookshop-bans-dating-coaching-company-and-its-clients/news-story/65a01cbaad11e20ed81d97c33ae7c2ac
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/how-tinder-saved-a-womans-life-while-stranded-in-wilderness/news-story/555ff02eee7802899bff0db35434457f
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/woman-gets-revenge-after-man-leaves-brutal-message-on-dating-app/news-story/eacb3bf83bfebfc20bf359719bf9d970
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/millionaire-matchmaker-reveals-the-clothing-items-you-need-in-your-wardrobe-to-snag-cashedup-men/news-story/62c20382397ca0d032c1201d1edd1f19


27/01/2020 Dad used son’s pictures to catfish 15-year-old girl

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/dating/his-own-son-sickening-true-identity-of-girls-teen-lover/news-story/530e0efa7fe41dd2bac60… 4/8

In fact, statistics suggest there are more than 25,000 online romance scammers

operating at any one time.

“Catfishing involves someone pretending to be who they are not for the express

purpose of luring someone into a relationship. Invariably, the motives are

nefarious,” says relationship counsellor Susan De Campo.

“At a very simplistic level, people who engage in this duplicitous behaviour have a

moral compass that is very different from those of us that believe in upholding the

law, being honest and truthful and treating people with respect and kindness,” she

says.

Yanev 'Nev' Schulman and Max Joseph from popular television show Catfish. Source:ABC

So, why do they do it? Ms De Campo says the reasons, generally, are two-fold.

“Firstly, they want to gain something — almost always, money,” she says.

“Secondly, some people get pleasure from ‘the game’ of tricking someone else and

the feeling of power and control that this gives them.”

It’s easy to wonder how people fall victim to behaviour that seems so clearly

problematic from the outside looking in, but Ms De Campo says the desire to feel

connected can be so primal it can override the ability to be judicious.

“Emotional neediness is a very strong driving force and it doesn’t have to be

excessive,” she says.

“Chronic loneliness, emotional trauma and/or pain can also make someone

vulnerable to the tactics of catfish.”

So compelling is the feeling, Ms De Campo says, the facade can continue for

months, even years.

“If the catfish is very good at their ‘job’ and the victim does not have someone who

can intervene, then the abuse can continue for a very long time,” she says.
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The desire to feel connected can be so primal it can override the ability to be judicious, says relationship counsellor
Susan De Campo. Source:istock

Holly Barrter from Matchsmith.com.au, an online dating concierge service, says as

online scammers become savvier, it’s important for daters to maintain a healthy

cynicism about who they are chatting with.

“There is so much to be wary of when online dating,” she says.

“You might come across individuals requesting money from you early on in your

contact because of a dramatic family event, requesting direct deposits so they can

see you in person or to afford airline tickets etc.

“Other cons can be people who are aiming to get explicit photos from you without

any intention of meeting you, and these people keep these photos as a collection

before moving on to the next victim.”

While online scammers choose their targets carefully, using tried and tested

strategies, Ms Barrter says there are some red flags to look out for, including:

• Matching with someone with very few photos of themselves

• Photos that look dated or like a stock photo or modelling shots

• Chatting with someone for weeks on end with no suggestion or intention of a

meet-up

• Attempted meetings that are cancelled at the last minute with an elaborate excuse

“Keep an eye out for people who say they are based in your city but are always

travelling elsewhere or planning a trip to visit you without anything eventuating,”

Ms Barrter says.

“Major red flags are, of course, anyone who attempts to get money, gifts or intimate

photos from you early on and with odd circumstances.”
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Catfishing has become a cultural phenomenon in the age of social media. Picture: MTV Source:
Supplied Source:Supplied

But online dating sites aren’t the only places catfish go to find their victims.

Sarah’s* daughter Jessie* fell victim to catfishing via Instagram.

“My daughter was in an extra-curricular group that met once a week after school,

and she became friends with one of the boys,” Sarah says.

“It was very platonic and he suggested that she become friends with one of his

female ‘friends’ who lived in Sydney but was on Instagram.”

Jessie did so and over time developed a closeness with the girl, exchanging

messages regularly and confiding in each other.

“I came home one day and Jessie was upset because her ‘friend’ had died

suddenly,” Sarah says. “She’d received an email from the friend’s ‘mother’ advising

her of the death and suggesting she seek comfort from the boy who was in the

group.

“It was all very odd, and I knew no mother who had just lost a daughter to suicide

would be writing a comforting email to someone she had never even met.

“Eventually, I got to the bottom of it, and it turned out that the 17-year-old boy had

been masquerading as the ‘friend, and they had been DMing for a month or so via

Instagram. He was also responsible for sending the email.”

While the boy’s intentions are unknown and Jessie was upset by the deception,

Sarah says it served as a positive lesson.

“She realised that the implications of making ‘friends’ with someone and divulging

information can be quite dangerous,” Sarah says.

“Most young girls are impressionable and vulnerable and social media gives a false

sense of intimacy.”
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Ms Birch had no idea her lover wasn’t who he said he was. Picture: News Ltd Source:Supplied

For adults who fall victim to catfishing scams, the consequences can be

catastrophic, not only financially but emotionally too.

“Very often these victims suffer with a type of grief known as disenfranchised

grief,” says Ms De Campo.

“The shame and embarrassment at being so badly duped is such that people often

just retreat into a really dark place.

“They may not feel as though they deserve emotional support because they made

such a foolish decision.

“There is a loss of future hope of a happy life together, the feeling of belonging and

love that may have felt so real and so important.

“As if that’s not bad enough, the emotional impact can be even worse if there are

significant financial losses involved. Having to deal with the loss of financial

security can also be devastating.”

For Ms Birch, discovering the identity of her catfish was a vindication, having

sensed something was off for some time.

“Catfish don’t always fit the obvious mould of predator or scammer. Their motive

may be money or low self-esteem or revenge or porn or loneliness or trolling or a

dozen other reasons.

“A catfish can be a person you meet on a pregnancy group, on Tinder, in a hobby

forum or any other place online.

“These days, it’s so easy to build up a whole fake persona online, especially if the

persona is used regularly.”

But Ms Barrter says it’s important to be alert, not alarmed.

“It is still a rarity, so it’s important not to approach all online dating in fear of this

happening.

“It is awful when it happens but not a common occurrence. It’s important to know

how to read the signs and cut off any communication that doesn’t feel right.”

Nicole Madigan is a freelance journalist. Continue the conversation

@NicoleLMadigan
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